
Shoreham Elementary 
Grades 3 & 4 ~ Oct. 29, 2018 

 

 

Happy Halloween! Our 3rd and 4th graders are writing original spooky 

stories that they’ll read from the “Spooker’s Chair” on Wednesday afternoon. 

Each author will sit in a decorated chair lit with a string of festive, orange lights 

in our dimmed classroom, reading their story in a spooky voice!  Last week we 

began studying spooky stories to find out what made them spooky.  We’ve 

enjoyed some tales as we’ve discovered how settings, danger, and surprise work 

together with a character who makes poor choices to give us creepy feelings.  

 

Books and Book Discussions 

Students have also been hard at work finishing 

their story grids for the A to Z Mystery they read. 

These are in preparation for next week’s book 

discussion with Ms. Abby.  During the discussion 

students will talk about things like the characters, 

the general frame of the mysteries in the series, 

and why they are such appealing books for 

students this age.  

 

Beginning next week, students will be bringing 

home books to read for next month’s book 

discussion. We’ll work together to set goals for finishing the books in plenty of 

time for the discussion. Nightly goals will be on a bookmark students will keep in 

their book.   



Social Studies 

We’ve finished our work with our first IB unit (Who We Are: Our perspectives 

affect our actions within communities). Following our series of community 

visitors, students wrote guided pieces about each 

person’s role, their use of civic virtues, and 

community engagement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The unit ended with an opportunity to 

think deeply about potential changes in our 

in-school community. Students identified several possible changes such as 

chewing gum and wearing hats in class. They wrote about likely perspectives of 

the people in the community (students, teachers, parents) and explained what 

decision they would make and why if they were the principal.  

 

Science 

Our new unit is a science unit which develops 

the idea that by paying careful attention to 

clouds, wind, and other weather clues around 

us, we can predict the daily weather and make 

sense of why places on earth look and feel the 

way they do. In this study students first engage 

in thinking about the water cycle, then about 

types of clouds and their links to weather, how 

weather patterns link to climate, and how 

people and animals live in those places.  


